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iPad Acceptable Use and Care Policy 
At Belgrave St. Bartholomew's Academy, iPads are an integral part of teaching and learning. They provide pupils with opportunities to create, collaborate, communicate and think critically while developing the digital skills they need for the future.
This policy sets out the expectations for using and caring for academy devices so they remain safe, secure and focused on enhancing learning. By working together, we can ensure that every pupil benefits from technology in a safe, responsible and purposeful way.
Individual teachers may introduce additional classroom expectations for the use of iPads where appropriate. Pupils are expected to follow these alongside the expectations outlined in this policy.
1. Educational Purpose and Responsibility
iPads are provided solely to support teaching and learning.
· Directed Use: Pupils must only use the apps, websites and digital resources directed by their teacher.
· Learning Focus: Devices must not be used for games, social networking or any other unauthorised content unless specifically directed as part of a learning activity.
· Academic Integrity: Pupils should use technology to support their own learning and must not copy, plagiarise or misuse AI or digital tools to complete work dishonestly.
· Responsibility: Pupils are expected to use their iPad responsibly, demonstrating the academy values whenever they are using the device, both in school and at home.
2. Physical Care and Handling
To ensure the longevity of school equipment, pupils must treat their iPad with care and respect.
· Mobility: iPads must always be carried using two hands. Pupils must never run whilst carrying a device.
· Transport: Cases must remain closed when moving around the academy. iPads should not be used in corridors or outside the school buildings unless directed by a member of staff as part of a learning activity.
· Protection: Devices must remain in their protective case at all times. Pupils must not apply stickers to the iPad, case or cover, or attempt to remove or damage any part of the device.
· Storage: iPads must never be left unattended. When not in use, they should be stored safely in their designated classroom location or taken home by the assigned pupil.
· Safety: Heavy objects must not be placed on top of an iPad. Devices must not be exposed to extreme temperatures or liquids. Food and drinks must always be kept away from the device.
3. Device Management and Charging
Pupils are responsible for ensuring their assigned device is ready for learning each day.
· Charging: Charging the device is the pupils’ responsibility; iPads must be put on charge at the end of every school day. If the battery level falls below 50% during the day, it must be charged during break or lunch. If a device is not charged, the pupil remains responsible for completing all schoolwork through alternative means.
· Ownership: Pupils must only use their own assigned iPad and login credentials. Using or tampering with another person's device is strictly prohibited.
· Personalisation: Pupils may only personalise accessibility features. Wallpapers, settings and other device customisations is prohibited.
· Security: Pupils must never attempt to "jailbreak" their iPad or bypass the academy's security, filtering or monitoring systems, including Lightspeed.
· Updates: Software updates and app installations are managed by the academy. Pupils must not attempt to install unauthorised apps or remove academy apps.
4. Online Safety 
The academy uses filtering and monitoring systems, including Lightspeed, to help keep pupils safe online.
· Monitoring: Internet searches, files and device activity may be monitored by authorised members of staff to safeguard pupils.
· Privacy: Pupils must never share personal information such as their full name, address, passwords or contact details online.
· Passwords: Passwords must remain private and must never be shared with others.
· Reporting: If a pupil encounters anything online that makes them feel uncomfortable or unsafe, they must stop using the device immediately and report it to a trusted adult.
· Digital Citizenship: Pupils should communicate respectfully online and remember that their digital footprint lasts beyond the classroom.
· Artificial Intelligence: AI tools should only be used when directed by a member of staff and in line with academy expectations.
5. Respect for Others
Technology should always be used responsibly, respectfully and legally.
· Camera and Microphone: These may only be used with explicit permission from a member of staff. Pupils must never take, save or share photographs, videos or audio recordings of others without permission.
· AirDrop: AirDrop must only be used when directed by a teacher for learning purposes. Sending files, images or messages to others without permission is prohibited.
· Communication: iPads must never be used to bully, harass, offend, exclude or deliberately upset others.
· Respect: Pupils should respect the work, privacy and devices of others at all times.
6. Lost, Damaged or Stolen Devices
· Reporting: Any loss, damage or technical issue must be reported to a member of staff immediately.
· Repairs: Accidental damage will normally be covered by the academy. However, where damage has resulted from negligence, misuse or deliberate actions, parents/carers may be asked to contribute towards the cost of repair or replacement.
· Investigation: The academy reserves the right to investigate repeated damage or misuse of academy devices.
7. School Responsibilities
Belgrave St. Bartholomew's Academy is committed to ensuring technology is used safely, effectively and inclusively.
We will:
· Manage and maintain all pupil devices.
· Provide every pupil with an iPad, protective case and charger to support learning.
· Ensure all pupils, including those with additional needs have access to appropriate accessibility features and digital tools to support their learning.
· Maintain and repair academy-owned iPads where faults occur through general use or accidental damage.
· Provide secure internet filtering and monitoring systems to help keep pupils safe online.
· Ensure all devices use secure filtering both in school and at home through our Lightspeed system.
· Use Apple Classroom and Jamf Teacher to support and monitor safe use and identify safeguarding concerns where appropriate.
· Use filtering and monitoring reports to inform the teaching of Online Safety.
· Deliver weekly Online Safety lessons to help pupils learn how to use technology safely, responsibly and confidently.
· Celebrate national events such as Safer Internet Day to reinforce positive digital behaviours.
· Deliver assemblies and workshops focusing on Online Safety and responsible technology use.
· Provide guidance and support for parents who wish to learn more about devices, Online Safety and supporting safe technology use at home.
8. Accessibility
Belgrave St. Bartholomew's Academy recognises that technology should remove barriers to learning and enable every child to achieve their potential.
· Pupils may use approved accessibility features where appropriate to support their learning.
· Accessibility tools such as Spoken Content, Live Speech, Voice Control, Zoom, Magnifier, Assistive Access and other built-in Apple accessibility features may be enabled where appropriate.
· Accessibility settings should only be adjusted to support learning and should not be used to personalise devices for non-educational purposes.
· Staff will work with pupils and families to ensure appropriate accessibility features are available where needed.
9. Using iPads to Learn
At Belgrave St. Bartholomew's Academy, iPads are much more than digital exercise books. They are creative learning tools that enable pupils to:
· Create, rather than simply consume, digital content.
· Collaborate with teachers and classmates.
· Demonstrate their learning in a variety of creative ways.
· Record learning through photos, videos, voice recordings and digital portfolios.
· Access accessibility tools that remove barriers to learning.
· Develop communication, creativity, critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
· Become responsible, confident and safe digital citizens.
· Enhance learning through purposeful and meaningful use of technology.
Technology should always support pedagogy,  teaching and learning - not replace it.
10. Consequences of Misuse
Failure to follow this policy may result in one or more of the following:
· A reminder of the academy's expectations.
· Temporary removal of iPad privileges.
· Alternative methods of completing learning tasks.
· Parents/carers being informed.
· Behaviour sanctions in line with the academy's Behaviour Policy.
· Parents/carers being asked to contribute towards repair or replacement costs where damage has resulted from negligence, misuse or deliberate actions.
· Restriction of access to certain apps or digital services.
· Referral to external agencies where illegal activity or safeguarding concerns arise.
11. Policy Note
All digital devices required for learning are provided by the academy.
Pupils must not bring personal mobile phones, tablets, smart watches or other internet-enabled devices onto the school site unless prior written permission has been granted by the Principal.
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